Did the alphabet change Greek culture?
The alphabet changed a mostly illiterate society into one of readers. Heyer (2011, p. 36) explained “It created the common reader: large numbers of literate people not part of an elite scribal tradition”. The alphabet allowed for thought to be stored and expressed, which open opportunities for the mind to expand. Heyer (2011, p. 40) also noted the use of the alphabet “stimulated the thinking of novel thought, which could lie around in inscribed form, be recognized, be read and readers, and so spread its influence among readers”.
How much of classical Greece depended on an oral culture?
Teaching before the invention of the alphabet was done orally. Many of the arts were also communicated orally. In an article by Due (2012) it reports “Epics, ballads, prose tales, ritual and lyric songs, as genres, existed orally before writing was invented”. It is safe to say that administration of government and law were also executed orally.
Did writing play a role in the development of early democracy?
The ability to write information on a medium, then transport that medium to another location, and have that information delivered to listeners who could receive, understand and act upon it, helped spread rules and regulations. Heyer (2011, p. 38) concluded, “It democratized literacy, or rather made democratization possible”.
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